


• TAX INCREASES ARE THE #1 ISSUE I HEAR 
FROM WARD 13 RESIDENTS

• QUESTIONS: ARE YOU GETTING BETTER 
SERVICES FOR ALL THE ADDITIONAL TAXES 
YOU ARE PAYING?
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CITY BUDGET PROCESS
• The City has a 3 year budget plan which is currently the 2023 –

2026 budget plan 

• Each year the City adjusts the budget, so I will largely be 
refencing the budget adjustments of 2024, this year, and 2025 
which is what Council will be deliberating next week.

• Lets look at the 2024 budget so that you can get an 
understanding of what Council approved, what council spent 
money on, and why I opposed that budget.



• From 2023 to 2024 The City increased your taxes, on an 
average single family home by 6.66%



• As you can see in this chart, last year with the revised budget, 
total operating revenue increased by nearly $500 Million. 

• We don’t have a revenue problem, we have a spending 
problem, which is why I opposed last years budget. 



So where has all this new REVENUE & SPENDING gone to?
• As displayed in this chart, the City increased 

spending on “Affordable Housing” or more 
accurately called “Taxpayer subsidized housing” 
by 462%. Or by nearly $100 Million.

• One of the key goals of this new spending is to 
Support partners to build housing for “equity-
deserving populations”

• There is also a 46% increase in spending to over 
$88 Million being spent on Community 
Strategies.

• What are community strategies? Their Mission 
Statement states that: “We work for all 
Calgarians to create equitable outcomes, 
particularly for those experiencing 
vulnerabilities, by advancing strategies that 
improve social inclusion, reduce poverty, 
enhance safety, address mental health 
challenges and remove systemic racism.”

• Fire and Emergency Services also got an 
increase. I think fire and emergency services are 
a priority for all Calgarians, but their increase 
was only 1.4%. 



So where has all this new REVENUE & SPENDING gone to?

• On the first page of the capital 
budget, the first option was for 
interchanges on Macleod Trail at 
194th and 210 Avenue. This has 
been something that I have been 
advocating for since I was elected 
as I’m sure we all know the traffic 
congestion at this intersections.

• Unfortunately funding 
wasn’t recommended by 
City administration. 

• However, you can see that a total 
of $31.4 Million was 
recommended for the 5A 
network, which is essentially bike 
lanes. 

CAPITAL PROJECTS



So where has all this new REVENUE & SPENDING gone to?

• You can see again that affordable 
housing, or taxpayer subsidized 
housing was allocated 54 Million 
in onetime funding an additional 
90 Million in the capital plan. 

• There was also an additional 60 
Million for Improving Pavement 
Quality and the 5A Network. We 
need better pavement quality on 
our roads, but improving 
pavement quality of our bike 
lanes? 

CAPITAL PROJECTS



So where has all this new REVENUE & SPENDING gone to?

• I support a lot of these 
capital projects, but the 
total expenditure was 
over $500 Million and 
there was very little 
expenditure on fixing our 
roads and are utility 
pipes. 

CAPITAL PROJECTS



So where has all this new REVENUE & SPENDING gone to?

• That’s a brief overview of the 2024 budget adjustments which seen your taxes 
go up by 6.6% (which is an average). and I know many of you seen your taxes 
increase by much more than that, some in the range of 20% in one year. 

• I voted against this budget, not only because of the massive tax increase, but 
because I felt the $500 Million in additional spending was not being allocate to 
the priorities that I hear from residents of Ward 13, which are primary roads, 
public safety, and parks and public spaces. 



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

• Budget 2025 was made 
public last week.

• Its another tax and spend 
budget.

• What is the proposed 
projected tax hike for next 
year…



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

• These are the priorities that “council” put forward to prioritize in the 
budget.

• Are these your priorities?



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

• Budget 2025 continues to see 
massive spending increases.

• This does not include any spending 
initiatives that City Councillors may 
propose during the budget 
deliberations next week.

• I’m specifically concerned about 
spending $6 million on city wide 
rezoning, millions for equity 
programs, $30 Million on Climate 
programs and I think there should 
be a review of the $40 Million of 
“Corporate Inflationary Pressures” 
line item.



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

• There are some good 
capital expenditures in 
the budget that I support, 
particularly improving 
pavement quality on our 
roads. 

• I am very concerned 
about spending taxpayer 
money for “Transit 
Oriented Developments”

• This is something I 
believe the Private 
Sector could do, 
which would bring 
revenue to the city, 
not costs. 



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

• With the new expenditures, the total spending increase from 2024 to 2025 is 
projected at $606 Million.

• Revenue is projected to increase by $553 Million and balances out with the 
departmental recoveries (ie. User fees). 

• For full budget details, you may go to the following website and go through the 
documents under the November 5 Regular Meeting of Council:   
https://www.calgary.ca/council/meetings/agenda-minutes.html#agendas



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

Where would I make cuts?
• $48 Million in “Inflationary Spending” (Budget is already going up by $600 Million).
• $10 Million Clean Energy Improvement Program (Growing to $20 Million in 2026).
• $30 Million for “Climate and Environmental Management”.
• $4 Million for Rezoning.
• $3 Million for equity programs.
• Review the $20 Million increase to “Community Strategies”.
• Review the $100 Million being spent on subsidized housing.
• Review the $188 Million increase in “City Planning”.
• Review the $30 Million increase in “Fleet Management”.

Do you think we could find $100 Million in savings 
(without cutting essential services) so that there 
would be a 0% tax increase?



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)
• My priorities are simply keeping taxes low and focusing on the 

essential services that Calgarians rely on, police, fire, roads, waste 
collection, parks, and community cleanliness. 

• My concern with this city council is that they are trying to save the 
world, deal with issues that are federal and provincial jurisdiction at 
the expense of the issues that most Calgarians are concerned about. 

• But I want to hear from you…. 

• What are your priorities?



Budget 2025 (2023-2026 Mid-Cycle Adjustments)

ward13@calgary.ca


