
Water your tree 101
Ensuring your tree gets enough water after planting  
is extremely important to help it grow. 

When to water
Water your tree in the spring, summer 
and fall when the ground is not frozen. 
Remember to check for dry soil  
before watering.

 • Trees planted under three years:  
water weekly.

 • Trees planted over three years:  
water bi-weekly.

Where to water
Always water your tree at the root. Tree 
roots are located away from the trunk, 
under the drip line: the area of ground 
beneath the outer branches.  

How to water
 • Depth: 10 inches below the surface.

 • Duration: 30 minutes.

 • Flow: no faster than a trickle.

 • Saturation: stop if water pools or  
starts to run-off the surface.
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Disclaimer: This postcard is for informational purposes only. This postcard and its content are 
provided “AS IS”. While The City of Calgary commits to provide information that is correct, accurate, 
current and timely, The City of Calgary makes no representations, warranties or covenants, express 
or implied regarding this postcard and its content including, without limitation, no representation, 
warranty or covenant that:

1.   The content contained in or made available on or through this postcard will be  
of merchantable quality or fit for a particular purpose or both.

2.    That the postcard or its content will be accurate, current, complete, reliable, timely  
or suitable for any particular purpose. The reliance on this postcard and its content  
is entirely at the user’s own risk and liability.
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Water’s little helper: Mulch
Mulch helps retain water and protects tree roots by 
moderating soil temperature and reduces grass and weeds.

When to mulch
Add mulch anytime and 
replenish as necessary 
every three to five years.

Where to mulch
Mulch away from the 
trunk around the tree in  
a doughnut shape.

How to mulch
Mulch should be a 
maximum of three inches 
deep, making sure to 
keep it away from the 
trunk, and spread out  
as wide as possible.

To learn more about watering and mulching trees, or for additional tree care 
tips and information please visit calgary.ca/trees 




